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(ABSTRACT]

The Bear Motif in the Founding Myth of Gojoseon
and the Theory of National Origin

Jeon, Jin-kook

The bear motif of the founding myth of Gojoseon(i7#Afif) was the main
argument for modern Japanese scholars to deny the historicality of the
myth and emphasize its fictionality. On the other hand, in order to
criticize the Japanese's arguement and to reveal that this myth reflects the
facts, Korean scholars have examined the symbolism and historicity of the
bear and its story. In the process, a totem theory was suggested that the
bear symbolizes the tribe of the Gojoseon period. Because the trend of
venerating and considering the bear as a totem was prevalent in northern
Siberia, so the theory of national origin was also discussed that residents
moved from Siberia to Gojoseon during the Neolithic period or that
culture affected Gojoseon. The study of approaching bear in the founding
myth of Gojoseon from the perspective of totemism is of great significance
in that it overcame the denial of the founding myth of Gojoseon by the
Japanese scholars and gave historicity.

However, it is difficult to say that it is a perfect interpretation to
identify bears in this myth as totems and that the idea of bear worship
originated from northern culture. The overall structure of the ancient

founding myth, including the founding myth of Gojoseon, is the birth of
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the founding founder by the meeting of the heavenly god and the earth
god. Moreover, compared to other types of Gojoseon founding myths, the
beings corresponding to the bear is the Dansusin(fEfJiit) or white tiger,
which can be called forest spirits or mountain gods. Therefore, the bear
of the myth of the founding of Gojoseon recorded in Samgukyusa(—[Z:&
) should also be regarded as a symbol of the God on Earth.

[Key words)
Gojoseon, Dangun, Dangun myth, Bear, Theory of National Origin








